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"I am glad you know that/9 said Anjappa,
"Yes; I do indeed know a hundred things. Now
that you have become a magistrate, Rangappa,
you should, before giving punishments, consider
whether people placed before you are honest
people or rogues. You ought not to be carried
away by what the police and the lawyers say and
give punishment. I came to tell you this."

" You are right, Anjappa. But a magistrate
should conclude who is a rogue and who is honest
by hearing the words of other people, How else
is he to know?"

"Ah,*1 said Anjappa: "that is the point. A
magistrate does not know that one man is a rogue
and another man is honest by merely hearing
what others say. He must also ask the man who
stands before him what the fact is,"

" Anjappa, if you will not take offence, I shall
ask a question."

" What offence can I take, master ? Go on
and ask."

" Were you ever placed before a magistrate
as an offender ? "

" Quite right, Rangappa.    It is exactly that

'that I wanted to tell you today.    Those rascals,

you know, they said I stole a fowl.     I said I had